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of mental and scholastic tests, advising generally on the psychological
aspects of education, especially for subnormal and other handicapped
children and for exceptionally able children ; she would also advise on
problems raised in the schools by individual children who presented
difficulties to their teachers either in their response to education or
in their behaviour. Here the collaboration of a psychiatrist and a
psychiatric social worker would be essential. The psychiatrist could
give treatment to children either in the Child Guidance Centre or in a
Child Psychiatric Clinic : the choice would depend on local factors,
among which transport facilities would be important. A hostel for
children, attached to the Psychiatric Clinic (see p. 76) would make it
easier for Child Guidance Centres far afield to use the clinic.

A population of a million would contain about 200,000 children
between the ages of three and sixteen. It has been estimated that,
in an average school population, between 1 and 2 per cent of all children
need child guidance each year. But this estimate should not be taken
too rigidly, for the figure varies in different localities, as does the
incidence of delinquency. The proportion of children, moreover, who
are deemed to need guidance depends on the standards which are
adopted. A small variation upwards or downwards in standards,
such as might occur from one locality to another, might substantially
alter the numbers of children held to need guidance.

A population of 20,000 school children is the maximum which
can be efficiently handled by a single psychologist. If from 1 to 2 per
cent of school children need guidance annually, 20,000 children
would yield from 200 to 400 children needing attention. Ten centres,
each covering a population of 20,000 children^ would be required in an
area of a million persons of whom 2003000 were children. In compact
and densely populated districts, the psychologist would be closely
based on her centre.

The number of sessions per week and the places in which they
were held would be determined by local circumstances, of which an
important feature would be the size of the district and the distribution
of schools therein. In scattered areas the psychologist's work would
involve much travel and visiting of schools. Her apparatus is portable,
the presence of the teacher is a big help, and the home surroundings
as well as the attitude of parents are best appreciated on the spot.
The position of Slid-Wales would be very different from that of a large
industrial town. In the former, much of the work would be peripatetic,
and it would be impossible to meet the area's needs by sessions at
fixed times in a single place. Nevertheless, the psychologist would
need to have a headquarters, and this we might regard as her centre.

The Child Guidance Centre, forming part of the area's education
services, should be linked to the health services by the psychiatrist
who attended regular sessions.

4 Child Psychiatric Clinics.

In previous paragraphs of this chapter were put forward suggestions
, in each area of a million, there should be provided about 100